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The Derryhivenny Castle Research Project is an ongoing archaeological
landscape study into one of the last tower houses to
be built in Ireland. The aim is to investigate the Castle /

complex from the wider perspective of the landscape,

. using various non-intrusive techniques such as ¢
~ geophysical analysis, aerial and field survey, and [

research.

i by the Heritage Council (Phase 2).-Derryhivenny Castle
(National Monument) is-a 17th century tower house, located 5 km north of the town of Portumna,
Co.Galway, and sited close to the right bank of the River Shannon. According to the inscription on the

corbels.of a machicolation, the castle was built in 1643 by Daniel O’Madden.

! :I'he tower house survives in ruins to its original height, with identifiable upstanding remains of an inner

bawn wall, two flanking tOWer's; and a gate

mguse.. Phase 1 of this study comprised an aerial

The main fi‘ndings front oth Phases of this research
to date rev@aled evidence that Derryhivenny Castle
Was possibly patt.ofa far larger complex than

previously documented, comprising artillery defences

encorhpassing the tower house and inner bawn with

=T forti_fica_tibns._ The nature of these outer

defences may represent'an earlier phase 6f oécupation or construction,
possibly a moated site. Equally, they may be a later addltlon Due to these 4 Fa

non-intrusive techniques, no definitive or absolute conclusmn can be drawn from thls research without
corroborative evidence. Further research into the Castle and its wider archaeological landscape setting

will continue in the future, with targeted archaeological excavation. Aideen Burke 2008 & . ;
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