
The Institute of Archaeologists of Ireland (IAI) was founded in 2001, arising from over 25 years of the work of the Irish Association of Professional 
Archaeologists (IAPA).  The peer-reviewed, annually published periodical, the Journal of Irish Archaeology, was adopted by IAI in 2002.  
 

IAI—the professional body for archaeologists in Ireland 
IAI is a voluntary professional body representing archaeologists working throughout the island of 
Ireland. Membership is drawn from all sectors of the profession in: academic institutions, research 
bodies, State heritage services and organisations, the National Museum of Ireland, local museums, 
local authorities, commercial consultancy and contracting companies, and the National Roads Authority.   
 
IAI has developed codes of ethics and practice together with guidance documents for a range of 
professional activities. With generous state and Heritage Council funding for a survey of the profession, 
coupled with resource projections and training needs analysis in 2002, IAI is currently at an exciting 
stage in the development of its executive functions and services to members.  
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Standards of Professional Practice 
In Ireland, most archaeological work is licenced to individual professionals 
and on an individual intervention basis (notably all excavation and some 
survey applications).  Responsibility for standards rests with the State, as 
the licensing authority, and the individual to which it has been issued. 
Nonetheless, IAI is developing its structures to ensure that its advocated 
standards of professional practice are adhered to by its members at 
individual and corporate level. It is also developing a disciplinary code to 
address issues of  poor professional practice.  

Continuing Professional Development 
IAI is currently developing an accredited Continuing Professional Development education and 
training programme, with funding assistance from the Heritage Council. The first pilot scheme was 
undertaken with the assistance of the university-based schools of archaeology during the academic 
year in 2005-6. A key action to ensure that this development moves forward, IAI requested and 
received generous funding from the National Monuments Service of the Department of Environment, 
Heritage and Local Government and the Heritage Council in  order to employ a Development 
Officer. The appointment of Dr. Eoin Sullivan, will see a newly structured formal CPD programme 
presented to members in the Autumn of 2008. 

Discovering the Archaeologists of Europe Survey 
IAI is a partner in the Discovering the Archaeologists of Europe project. This project has been funded 
by the European Commission's Leonardo da Vinci II programme and is being carried out under the 
umbrella of the European Association of Archaeologists (EAA). The other partners in the project 
represent the archaeological profession in the UK, Belgium, Czech Republic, Cyprus, Germany, 
Greece, Malta, Netherlands and Slovenia. 

The following were the seven objectives recorded in the Memorandum & Articles of Association of the Institute of Archaeologists of Ireland at the 
establishment of the organisation in 2001:  

1. To promote contact, collaboration & co-operation between professional archaeologists on the island of Ireland and the organisations to which 
they belong. 

2. To express corporate professional opinions on archaeological matters throughout the island of Ireland. 
3. To improve archaeological standards throughout the island of Ireland including through the adoption of a Code of Practice and guidelines on 

professional practice, and the promotion of the continued professional development of its members. 
4. To establish contacts with similar organisations of professional archaeologists, whether national or international in form or scope. 
5. To promote by discussion and action the solution of practical and academic problems of archaeology on the island of Ireland. 
6. To publish a newsletter at least once annually to be known as IAI News. 
7. To hold at least one conference annually on matters related to archaeology, either in conjunction with the Annual General Meeting or 

otherwise, and to organise such other conferences, seminars, symposia and related meetings with partner bodies, as collaborative events, as 
may be considered appropriate.  
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