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1. Introduction

Set up in 1990, the Irish Stone Axe Project (ISAP) has collected contextual,
morphological, petrological and bibliographic data on over 21,000 stone axes
from Ireland. The axe data is stored in a 4D relational database with and is
complemented by axe drawings and photographs. The database is the basis for
further research on the production, distribution and deposition of Irish stone axes.

Since 2006 work has been ongoing to clean the dataset and prepare a web portal
to make the database accessible to researchers over the world wide web. This
poster introduces the web portal and the continuing development of the database.
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3. laxe: Web Portal -

The laxe web portal is designed with a high level of
researcher usability in mind. The database is fully
searchable by any data field. The user can also set a
five-tier ordering of search results. Where possible,
related axe images are linked by a photo/drawing icon. :

Dating Infarmation

Other features of laxe allow researchers to download
the full results of an laxe search in a tabbed text
document. This document can then be imported into
other database software, such as MS Access, for the
creation of small, project specific, axe datasets. ISAP
researchers can also remotely upload, via the laxe web
portal, the results of an on-site axe assessment which
is, after an evaluation by ISAP, added to the live
database.
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